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THE MGOm "SEA CONGREGATION/' 1743, 

BY JOHN C. BEICKENSTEIN. 

The success of the first "Sea. Congregation" in 1742, had proved 
that it was practicable not only to import from Europe colonists, 
without exposing tbem to the hardships of cotQinon emigrant trans- 
ports, at that time mt»ch more severe than at the present day, but 
also to impart to the passage across the ocean something of the 
character of a succession of religiofls holidays, spent partly in de- 
votional exercises according to their own fashion, partly in fraternal 
intercourse with old and new friends. 

The speedy acquisition of additional laborers and colonists, 
being a matter of importance, Zinzendorf, while still in America, 
lost no time in planning with his friends a second expedition for 
the next following year, 1748. The first step in the execution 
of the project was to engage the services of Captain Nicholas Gar- 
rison, of Staten Island, a man equally distinguished by seamanship 
and piety. 

Capt. Garrison had followed the sea for about twenty years, 
chiefly in the West India trade. His first acquaintance with the 
Brethren dates from October, 1736, when Spangenberg, on return- 
ing from his visitation in St. Thomas, took passage on board his 
vessel in St, Eustace. An intimate brotherly friendship was soon 
formed between the two pious men, and kept up partly by corres- 
pondence, and partly by repeated personal meetings. There ia 
still extant a letter of Capt. Garrison's in the biography of Zin- 
zendorf by Spangenberg, The Captain had also made the ac- 
quaintance of Count Zinzendorf in 1739, when he met him in St, 
Thomas. Their short personal intercourse seems to have left a 
favorable and lasting impression on both of them, for no sooner 
had Zinzendorf arrived at New York, in November, 1741, than 
he paid a visit to his friend on Staten Island ; and now again, on 
his way back to New York, he called njpon him at his residence, 
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January 2d (o. s. 13th), 1743. The object of this visit, as above 
mentioned, was to engage Capt. Garrison* to be both Captain, and 
chief Elder of the second Sea Congregation, which was to be fitted 
out in the course of this year. The Captain, though he had in- 
tended to quit the sea altogether, accepted the call joyfully, as he 
himself relates in his letter to Spangenberg. Within seven days 
he was ready for the voyage to Europe. His daughter Susan, 
fifteen years of age, accompanied him. They formed part of the 
suite of Zinzendorf,* and sailed with him from New York, January 
9th, 1743, on board the ship "Jacob." On the 17th of February, 
they arrived in England. 

* Garrison, probably after having taken back to England the ship of the second 
Sea Congregation, the "Little Strength," returned to America, October 25th, 1744, 
in company with Spangenberg, on board the ship " Jacob," Capt. Ketteltas, prob- 
ably the same in which he had sailed with Zinzendorf. In 1748 he arrived again 
at New York on board a ship of Capt. Schimmer as leader of a company of twenty 
single brethren, five of whom were sailors, and destined to form part of the crew 
of the ship "Irene." This vessel was then being built at New York, on account 
of, and for the exclusive use of the Church. As soon as she was finished — which 
was in the same year, Capt. Garrison took command of her, and sailed to Europe, 
whence he returned the following year (1749, May 12) with a large company of 
brethren and sisters (130) under the guidance of John Nitschman. Among his 
passengers were the remnant of a delegation of Greenlanders (three out of five) 
with the Missionary Matthew Stach, and Christian David. With these, he pro- 
ceeded to Greenland, where he had been two years before, carrying materials for 
a dwelling-house, bringing at the same time a supply of timber for a new 
church. After having continued for some years in command of the " Irene," 
wfe find him in 1756 in Surinam, selecting two tracts of land for the Brethren 
on the Corentyn and Saramacca. During this time his younger sons John, Ben- 
jamin, and Lambert were educated at Bethlehem. After having spent several 
years at Nisky, in Germany, he retired to Bethlehem and died there 1781. He 
left an autobiography. One of the streets of Bethlehem is named after him. 

* Copy of a paper in the Bethlehem Archives. The company consisted of : 
members of the Church, 

1. Brother Louis (Zinzendorf.) 

2. His daughter Benigna. 

3. Anna Nitschman. 

, 4. Bosina Nitschman. (Wife of Bishop David N.) 

5. Magdalen femde (?) (Afterwards wife of John Paul Weiss.) 

6. Marg. Antess. (Afterwards wife of Latrobe.) 

7. Susanna Garrison, (filia.) 

8. Joseph Muller. 

9. Jacob Muller, (painter.) 

10. George Neisser. 

11. George Vieruhr. 
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On this journey to England, Captain Garrison — as lie himself 
writes in his letter to Spangenberg — had an opportunity to witness 
the cheerful calmness and confidence in God, which he had noticed 
in Spangenberg, in 1736, during a fearful gale of wind off New 
York Bay, now displayed by Zinzendorf, when a tremendous gale 
from the south threatened to wreck the ship on the rocks of the 
Scilly Islands, near the coast of England. He mentions also that 
remarkable prediction of Zinzendorf's, who, much against all 
appearances, declared that the ship would certainly be saved, and 
that the gale would subside at the end of two hours, — a prediction, 
which was fulfilled to the letter and minute. Garrison having 
become a member of the Church, and having returned to 
London from a visit to Marienborn, preparations were commenced 
to procure means of transportation for the second Sea Congregation. 
A suitable ship, called "The Little Strength," was procured, and 
the services of Capt. Gladman, the pious commander of the first 
expedition, were engaged, who from motives of patriotism for the 
Church, consented to serve under Capt. Garrison. In engaging a 
crew, care was taken to select, if possible, such persons who should 
be, at the same time, members of the floating church. They suc- 
ceeded in engaging eleven sailors, (besides Nicolas Garrison, Jr., 
seventeen years of age, who had arrived in England from the West 
Indies, and two boys), who were all, with the exception of two 
in connection with the Church. 

Whilst these preparations were going on in England, the Breth- 
ren in Germany were active in calling, instructing, and fitting out 
colonists. The same principles which had been adopted a few 
years before in selecting a second colony for Pilgerruh in Holstein, 

12. Dav. Wahnert. 

13. Mar. Elis. Wahnert, (his wife.) 

14. Gottlieb Haberecht. 

15. Andreas Frey. 

16. Veronica Frey. 

17. Andreas, the Moor. 

18. Maria, his wife. 

19. Nic. Garrison, Capt. 

20. 21. Not mentioned, one of whom was probably Nic. Garrison, Jr. 
Besides these there were some friends not members of the Church : 
Isai Leshy, of Ephrata, Lancaster Co. 

James Benezet, son of Stephen Benezet, of Philadelphia. 
William Hall, of Brunswick. 
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were acted upon on this occasion. It was laid down as a general 
rule that colonists should be persons in the best years of life, 
married, but having as yet no children. Then, as the object of 
the present expedition was to procure colonists for both Bethlehem 
and Nazareth, and especially for the latter, and as the former settle- 
ment was to be predominantly commercial and manufacturing, the 
other almost exclusively agricultural, especial regard was to be had 
to the fitness of colonists for these two different lines of life. All 
pursuits, however, were to be subordinate to labor in the vineyard 
of the Lord, as opportunities should offer in the hearts of either 
Christians or heathen.* Marienborn and Herrnhaag undertook to 
furnish all the colonists for Nazareth; Herrnhut supplied the 
greater part of the rest. 

Measures were so far advanced at Marienborn and Herrnhaag, 
that on the 27th of May, thirty young single men were married in 
the chapel of Marienborn to as many young women. Divided into 
five classes, and standing in five rows, they were, at one and the 
same time, united in the bonds of holy wedlock, and consecrated 
as the future congregation of Nazareth. Subsequently, three more 
couples were added to their number. The anniversary of this 
peculiar wedding occasion was for many years celebrated at Nazar- 
eth ; those of the company, who in the course of time had removed 
to other places, resorting thither to join in the commemoration of 
the day. There are still extant among the old papers interesting 
pieces in rhyme which were composed for these occasions by Spang- 
enberg and others. 

On Sunday, June 28th, the Nazareth colonists were dismissed by 
the communicant members of the congregation in a love-feast, at 
which Zinzendorf himself presided. The solemnity was made still 
more impressive by the addition of other religious exercises.* 

* For Zinzendorf s views of Pennsylvania colonization, see the BMingische 
Samndung, vol. iii., p. 188. 

* Part of these consisted in the consecration of forty three persons, to be members 
of the society of " witnesses," {Zeugmschaft.) Among these were Christian Eenatus, 
Zinzendorf's son, Lewis de Schrautenbach, and of the American colonists the fol 
lowing nineteen : David Wahnert and wife, (who had been with the First Sea 
Congregation, and had returned to be one of the Elders of the Second), Hoepfner 
and wife, Hirte and wife, Schaaf and wife, Hessler and wife, Kremser and wife, 
Mat. Weiss and wife, Jno. Heinrich Bicfel, Elizabeth Wagner, and the single 
Brethren Oerter, Harding and Doeling. 

See Appendix to Greo. Neisser's journal. 
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The sixty-six Nazareth colonists, joined as far as Bethlehem 
by three married couples, and three single Brethren, (total 75,) and 
divided into several companies, left Herrnhaag in the course of the 
next following days. Brother Samuel Krause gave them his com- 
pany, and acted as leader-in-chief as far as Heerendyk, in which 
Dutch Moravian settlement they were to await the arrival of the 
colonists from Herrnhut, 

The Herrnhut division was somewhat late in starting, besides 
having a much longer journey to perform. They left Herrnhut a 
month or so after the Marienborn division had set out on their 
journey ; travelling on foot, accompanied by a wagon, until they 
could get conveyance by water. On the evening of September 1st 
they arrived at Herrnhaag, reported next morning to the authorities 
at Marienborn, (the residence of tlie Moravian Bishops at that 
time) and were at once dispatched to proceed on their journey the 
very same day ; contrary to the expectation of some of them, who 
had hoped to see a little more of Herrnhaag, Marienborn, &c. A 
day's march put an end to their slow mode of travelling on land. 
Arrived at Hanau they found themselves near the banks of the 
Maine. Either there, or at Frankfort, they stepped on board a boat 
to float down the rivers Maine and B.hine to Holland, and never to 
move much on land again until they had reached New York. In 
the business of engaging their passage to Holland, and embarking 
on board a boat, they had the assistance of Brother Eckberg, of 
the Ronneburg, who had escorted them for this purpose as far as 
Frankfort. There was another company temporarily connected 
with them, consisting of the Rev. Benjamin Ingham, his wife, 
and Brother Hasse, of London, and Brother George Neisser, from 
Silesia. These had travelled at the same time, but by themselves 
from Herrnhut to Marienborn.* Here they tarried a day or two 
longer than the larger company, but travelling faster, though by 
water all the way from Hanau, passed them whilst on their passage 
on the Rhine. At Cologne, however, they stopped, and joined the 

* On the 3d of September, after evening prayers, Benjamin Ingham gave a love- 
feast to all the members of the Theological Seminary at Marienborn It was a 
blessed time to all present, spent principally in "giving verses" to Brother Ingham 
on the subject of his present journey, and of his field of action in England. The 
meeting lasted till midnight. At two o'clock in the morning, (September 4th,) 
Brother Ingham and his company proceeded on their journey. 

7 
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larger company on board another boat, which was engaged at this 
place. The smaller company had left Marienborn, September 4th, 
and reached Cologne on the 6th. The passage of the larger com- 
pany, owing to more frequent and longer detentions, lasted two and 
one-half days longer. On September 8th, both parties proceeded 
on their voyage together. As to the members of this smaller 
party, the Brethren Ingham and Hasse are well and very favorably 
known in the history of our English church, and George Neisser,* 
was secretary to Count Zinzendorf, residing at that time in Silesia, 
at Burau (or Gnadeck), an estate of Count Balthazar Promnitz. 
and was to accompany the Sea Congregation as far as a two mouths' 
leave of absence would permit. He it is, who has given an account 
of the expedition for the time he was present with it. 

In floating down the Rhine the Brethren would take turns at the 
oars,- four at a time, for half an hour, the whole company joining 
in singing hymns. By these means the speed of their barge was 
considerably increased.! After entering the Meuse, they should, 
according to appointment, have turned off to join the Marienborn 
division at Heerendyk ; but it was judged best to send off a few 
only of their number with the news of their approach to Rotter- 
dam, and proceed in a body to the place of embarking. 

At Rotterdam, (September 12th,) they found Capt. GarrisonJ 
anxiously waiting for his passengers, and everything ready to re- 
ceive them at once on board "The Little Strength." About the 



* George Neisser was a young man of education, (probably received in tbe 
Seminary of the Church,) and had been in America with Zinzendorf in 1742. His 
name does not occur in any of the catalogues of arrivals seen by us, but among 
the departures. In the Bvding-Sammlungen, vol. ii., p. 888, is an extract from a 
very sharp reply to the calumnies of Rev. John Philip Bcehm, Beformed 
Pastor at Philadelphia, published by Geo. Neisser, of Sehlen, in Moravia, "School- 
master at Bethlehem." 

f They now generally continued their journey during the night ; whilst, in its 
earlier stages, on the winding river Maine, &c., they used to spend the night on 
shore. 

t In his biography Capt. Garrison says that it had long been a wish of hi* 
heart to sail in a vessel, the property of the Church, and manned and occupied 
exclusively by members of the Church ; a wish the realization of which he scatcely 
•dared to hope for. Now, however, on board the "Little Strength," it was actually 
realized. "Yet," continues he, "this very journey has cost me many tears after- 
wards, because I had to reproach myself for not having shown that fidelity to my 
trust, that I ought to have shown." 



MOEA.VIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 113 

same hour of the day a number of Marienborn Brethren made 
their appearance. They had left Heerendyk, immediately upon 
receiving word of the approach of the Herrnhut Brethren, and 
reached Rotterdam just in time to join themi in going on board 
ship, without entering a house in town. The following day was 
spent in stowing away baggage, and getting things in readiness for 
the reception of the other passengers. Sister Spangenberg was on 
board, and very active in lending prompt and efficient assistance, 
especially to the sisters, in having everything put to the right 
place. All arrangements being completed, great was the satisfac- 
tion in welcoming on board the same evening, September 3d, all 
the rest of the passengers, who had been waiting at Heerendyk, 
and conducting them to the quarters prepared for them. 

Brother Knolton, in company with Capt. Gladman's wife, now 
hastened to take the regular Helvoetsluis and Harwich packet-boat, 
to return to England, and dispatch the English division to Cowes. 

Whilst the ship was delayed yet a short time at Rotterdam, a 
Tiumber of friends and brethren from Amsterdam* and Heerendyk 
■came on board to get a sight of thi-s remarkable expedition, express 
the interest they felt in it, and take leave of the passengers. 
Brother Hasse had taken up his quarters on board altogether for a 
■few days, and Brother Ingham, who with his wife occupied lodg- 
ings in town, paid daily visits to the shijJ. He also made arrange- 
ments that a general farewell lovefeast was spread on the deck, 
which had by means of canvas awnings been converted into a little 
•chapel, the Sisters taking their seats on the right hand side, and 
the Brethren on the left.t 

On the 16th of September, anchor was weighed, and the ship 

* A Brotlier Decknadel, of Amsterdam, is mentioned, who with his wife and 
two sons visited the ship. They were delighted with everything they saw and 
ieard, and evidenced their affection and kindness in various ways. When they 
discovered an article wanting here or there, which might be useful during tha 
journey, they at once went to town to procure it. 

t This lovefeast took place on a Saturday afternoon, and was considered the 
first Sabbath lovefeast of the Sea Congregation. These Sabbath lovefeasts were 
.afterwards regularly continued every Saturday afternoon. They had been intro- 
duced long before by Zinzendorf in his house with the family of Brethren and 
■Sisters, who hafipened to reside with liim {Pilgcrgemeine, Jungerhaua.) The ma- 
terials were of the plainest kind, but on these occasions he made his domestics 
take seats, and requested other Brethren and Sisters to serve the tea and cakes. 
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dropped down the river. The passage from Rotterdam to Hel- 
voetsluis was slow and tedious, consuming not less than six days 
on account of adverse winds, or calms. This had, however, the 
advantage that the passengers could accustom themselves to their 
new quarters, before the time of seasickness was upon them, and 
that they could hold their religious services on deck undisturbed 
and at leisure. Particular mention is made of a fine calm evening, 
when the singing was protracted beyond the usual time. The in- 
habitants of a Dutch village near which the ship was riding at 
anchor, hearing it, collected on the bank, and stood listening with 
great devotion to the last sound. Next morning they expressed 
themselves very kindly towards a party who visited the shore, de- 
claring that never in their lives had they heard such beautiful 
strains of music. This formed a pleasing contrast to the conducfc 
of the crew on a schuyte that passed by, who took pleasare in an- 
noying the Brethren by noise and shouts, as also to the experience 
of the Herrnhut division not long before in the town of Crotha,, 
who had stopped at a hotel, called the " Moor" (the same ia which 
three years before a General Synod of the Church had met), and^, 
when seated at table, were asking the Lord's blessing on their meal 
by singing some verses, as was their custom, were hushed into, 
silence by a mob that had collected in front of the house, and com- 
menced to hm-l stones through the windows. 

At last, on the 23d of September, towards noon, the town of 
Helvoetslnis hove in sight. Here they expected to find Brother 
Spangenberg, and receive him on board as temporary companion,. 
in the same manner as they already had amongst them Sister 
Spangenberg, and Brother George Neisser. Brother Spangenberg 
had been actively engaged at London in assisting with the prepar- 
ations for the expedition, and had carried on an extensive corres- 
pondence in reference to it ; bat there were still some important 
subjects, on which he wished to have oral communication with 
Zinzendorf. In consequence he had crossed over to Holland, the 
second time in the course of this year, and from Holland travelled 
all the way to Silesia on foot and alone. When his conferences 
with Zinzendorf had come to a close, he returned from Gnadeck to 
Holland, and had now been four days at Helvoetslnis, waiting for 
tlie arrival of the "Little Strength." He was standing on shore 
when the ship approached, recognised it immediately, and hailed it. 
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Capt. Garrison at once manned a boat, took the tiller himself, and 
brought Brother Spangenberg on board. 

It was 4 o'clock P. M., when the ship fairly entered the North 
Sea, and the wind being favorable, the coast of England was sighted 
next morning, (Sept. 24th) at eight o'clock. The night had, of 
course, been an unpleasant one to most of the passengers. The 
Sisters seemed to be moat severely affected by seasickness. They 
had, however, a precious comforter in Sister Wahnert, who like 
Martha, was bustling about among them, bringing assistance and 
relief where required, and like Mary would then sit down with 
them, and sing soothing and comforting hymns. In the course of 
the day, as they sailed along the coast of England, and the sea 
became smoother, most of the sick recovered somewhat, and on the 
following day, (Sept. 25th), when Cowes was reached (at 4 o'clock 
P. M.) all the sick had recovered. 

Here the Congregation was agreeably surprised to find the 
English Brethren and Sisters, who were to join the expedition, 
waiting their arrival and ready to come on board. They had ar- 
rived at Cowes the day before, accompanied by the following friends 
from London, the Brethren Wenzel Neisser, Knolton, Holland, 
Reinke, Broske and Sister Highland. All the Brethren and 
Sisters, the passengers as well as temporary companions, were at 
once received on board, and hasty arrangements made for the 
night. The London friends, however, did not retire after evening 
service, but having discovered that some fresh provisions (milk, 
<fec.) which could not be procured in town, would be quite accept- 
able on board, had the kindness to roam about the Isle of Wight 
to a late hour in search of them. 

The following day, September 26th, was spent in shipping the 
baggage of the English Brethren, clearing the ship at the custom- 
house, taking on board some more fresh provisions and ballast, and 
making final arrangements for the long voyage. In the evening 
the London friends took leave, expressing their kindest interest 
and affection in English and German addresses. Brother and 
Sister Spangenberg and George Neisser continued on board a few 
days longer. The former had been engaged, ever since he had 
joined the company, in confidential conversation with each indi- 
vidual, hearing them out upon every subject, and exercising a 
beneficial influence on them in private and in public by words of 
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exhortation, instruction, advice and encouragement, delivered in 
his usual affectionate and brotherly manner. In one of his last 
addresses he took occasion to remind those Brethren who expected 
to engage principally in secular affairs, that they also had a very 
important, though indirect spiritual office in the Missionary causer 
even whilst staying at home. "For," said he, "one of the greatest 
obstacles the Missionaries have to contend with is the worse than 
heathenish conduct of so many white men, who are called Chris- 
tians. When the Indians shall perceive thai the Missionaries have 
at home whole settlements of Brethren, whose walk and conversa- 
tion is the same as theirs, they will have more confidence in the 
words of the Missionaries, and the latter will feel themselves sup- 
ported by a powerful influence." Before leaving the ship Spangen- 
berg called a meeting of the whole company,, and declared that he 
had instructions to take back with him any person who, on account 
of sickness, or for any otlier reason, might have changed his or her 
mind, and would prefer returning home. But not a single indi- 
vidual wished to avail himself of this offer. Sister Opitz, who 
had been sick all the time, declared when Sister' Wahnert com- 
municated to her Brother Spangenberg's ofl^er, that she was con- 
vinced this journey belonged to the career decreed to her by the 
Loi'd, even if it should lead to a grave in the ocean. At the same 
time Spangenberg called for suggestions from any of the company,, 
how the convenieiace or comfort of the passengers might be pro- 
moted by alterations in the arrangements or management on board. 
This proposition led to some improvements that were at once 
introduced. 

The ship had left Cowes, September 27th, but owing to adverse 
winds and calms, five days passed before she approached the mouth 
of the British channel. October 1st, the wind became favorable,, 
and on the next day in the moi'ning a fishing smack was hailed,, 
and came alongside. Brother and Sister Spangenbergand Brother 
Neisser now took a most affectionate farewell in morning prayers^ 
and afterwards personally with tears, and with many kisses, and 
stepped into the boat which was bound for Plymouth. The " Little 
Strength," under a press of canvas^ the favorable wind increasing,^ 
sped her way towards the ocean, and lost sight of land before night- 
This was October 2d, when the voyage proper of the Sea Congre- 
gation commenced; it lasted till November 26th, when they cast 
Bnchor in New York Bay near Staten Island. 
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The Sea Congregation consisted of: 

Passengers, 117 

Seafaring men in connexion with the Congregation, . . . .13 

Total, 130 

Two seafaring men and a boy not in connection with it, . . 3 

Total of souls on board the "Little Strength," 133 

The quarters of the Sisters were on the middle deck and those 
of the Brethren on the lower deck. For the Sisters state-rooms 
had been prepared, and the wide space between the two ranges of 
state-rooms, was furnished with benches and seats, affording them 
the comforts of a house, as nearly as was possible on board ship. 
The Brethren on the lower deck swung their hammocks along the 
sides of the ship. The distribution of the passengers was so ar- 
ranged, that each of the three divisions, the Marienborn, Herrnhut 
and English divisions, had quarters together, the last named division 
being nearest to the cabin, which was considered the most comfortable 
location. Each division being subdivided into classes, or bands, of 
five or six individuals, headed by leaders, these again were placed 
near to one another and formed a mess-company for meals. Capt, 
Garrison invited himself to the different messes of the Brethren at 
his option, or had "tabulam ambulatoriam," as the journal of 
Brother Neisser calls it. One member of each class or mess, both 
male and female, acted as its servitor, having the care not only of 
the table, but of order and cleanliness in general within its 
premises. The appointment of head cook was bestowed on 
Brother Matthew Reuz, a man of excellent education, who, a few 
years afterwards (1746) became pastor of the Churph at Philadel- 
phia. He was the fittest man for that office, so the journal says^ 
because of all persons he was less likely to loose the equilibrium of 
his mind through the many distractions attending tliat business. 
He had three assistants, the Brethren Opiz, Christ and Grabs. 
The care of the ship's stores, and of serving them out, was en- 
trusted to the Brethren Wagner and Fisher.* There was an 

* According to Neisser's journal, Brother Cook, a sailor, or second mate, was 
the third person on this committee, but Brother Hoepefner does not mention him. 
Brother Cook afterwards joined the Brethren on their journey from New York to 
Bethlehem. 
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abundant supply of provisions on board, and likewise a sufficient 
quantity of delicacies for the sick. The duty of attending to the 
sick fell to the Brethren Wahnert and Schaaf, on the side of the 
brethren, and of Sisters Wahnert and Hirte, on the side of the 
sisters. The night was divided into two watches, from 10 P. M. 
to 2 A. M., and from 2 A. M. to 6 A. M. At first only one 
brother was assigned for each watch, fourteen brethren in all being 
appointed for this duty, two for each night in the week. Brother 
George Neisser kept the first, and Spangenberg the second watch. 
But before Spangenberg left the ship it was found expedient to 
double the number, and have two brethren for each watch. 
Amongst the duties of the watchmen was the care of the light, 
which was kept burning all night on both decks, and to go to the 
assistance of the sailors, when needed. The hours were struck on 
the ship's bell by a brother appointed for the purpose. 

The order of the day, according to the journal, was as follows : 
"At 6 o'clock A. M., one brother of the retiring night watch rings 
or strikes a bell for rising ; at 7 o'clock another bell calls to morn- 
ing prayer; at 8 o'clock breakfast. In the course of the forenoon, 
those German Brethren, who wish to study English, have English 
school.* Brother Greening is their instructor. Brother Dohling 
the most proficient scholar. In the same way, some of the English 
Brethren study German ; Brother Dohling being instructor. Those 
who are not engaged in this or any other matter, have an oppor- 
tunity given them to take up some useful occupation, since experi- 
ence teaches that nothing is so hurtful to the mind as complete 
idleness, on sea even more so than on land. At noon, dinner. In 
the afternoon some sisters are instructed in English, and there are 
class-meetings, those of the sisters being held in their state-rooms. 
After 6 P. M., supper; 7 P. M., evening prayer in German. 
After this, English evening prayer in the cabin, which holds from 
thirty to forty persons. This is attended also by the Germans, who 
study English, and part of the crew. German meetings are kept 
on the middle and lower decks at the same time. The sisters sit 
on the benches, each before her state-room ; the brethren each near 
his hammock, whilst the Liturgus takes his stand near, or on, the 



* We have no information concerning the text-books they made use of, except 
that a number of English hymn books were distributed among them. 
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stairs which connect the two decks, thxis becoming audible and in 
part visible to both. Lovefeasts, both regular Sabbath lovefeasts, 
and occasional ones on birthdays, &c., are celebrated on deck, if 
wind and weather permit ; if not they are postponed. They are 
mostly prepared from the ship's stores, and are distinguished from 
other meals chiefly by the social manner of enjoying them, and the 
religious feature they bear; singing, short addresses, reading of 
missionary and other reports, and religious conversation forming 
part of the entertainment." 

Capt. Grarrison was chief elder of the floating church, assisted by 
a conference of seven members, five brethren and two sisters, 
namely, Brother Wahnert and wife. Brother Wagner and wife, and 
the Brethren Brandmiiller, Hoepfner, ar.d Erhardt, the ship's mate. 
Their regular business meetings were in the course of the morning, 
but they also met in the evenings in Capt. Garrison's cabin, some 
time after the other evening services, for a private evening prayer, 
to which the Brethren of the evenings nightwatch were admitted. 
The services in the English language were conducted almost ex- 
clusively by Capt. Garrison, who spoke German also occasionally- 
The Brethren Wahnert, Brandmiiller, Hoepfner and Dohling were 
appointed to take turns in leading the German meetings. ^ In 
addition to the conference, a sanitary committee was appointed, 
consisting of Capt. Garrison and the two Doctors, Otto and Green- 
ing. 

So far George Neisser's diary. 

The account of the ship's passage across the Atlantic is from the 
pen of Brother Hopfner, assisted by others. 

According to the custom of the times, the ship made what is 
called a " southern passage," yet did not go so far south as to touch 
at the Island of Madeira, as the ship "Catharine," with the First 
Sea Congregation had done the year before. The first part of the 
passage was pleasant and rapid. Several times the favorable wind 
increased into as favorable a gale, and caused among the passengers 
another, but final attack of seasickness. Brother Spangenberg, 
whilst yet on board, had composed several verses on the subject of 
this expedition, commending it to the mercy of the Lord ("Lord 
Jesus take this child, and rock it through the waves," &c.) in which 
among other things he makes allusion to the different nationalities 
of which the company was composed, forming not a Babel, but a 
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band of Brothers, brought together by the call of the Lord, and 
animated as one, by His spirit. A pleasing exhibition of this 
fact took place, when on fine days the company spent most of their 
time on deck, and individuals of fourteen nationalities might be 
seen engaged in conversation principally on the one subject upper- 
most in all minds, namely, natives of England, Wales, Scotland, 
Ireland, Holland, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Wendish 
Lusatia, Bohemia, Poland, France,* Italy. Nor was their har- 
mony ever disturbed. There was that in the circumstances of their 
situation, which tended to exalt them above the realities of life 
into a higher, more si)iritaal sphere of existence. Floating, as they 
did amidst the dangers of the sea, most of them for the first time 
in their lives, their utter dependence on unseen Divine power was 
brought home to them more strikingly and frequently, than when on 
shore. Then there was the constant remembrance of their friends 
at home, and of the blessed times they had enjoyed among them; 
and the conviction that they were constantly and affectionately re- 
membered by these friends, brought about something like a meet- 
ing of kindred spirits, independent of any distance measured by 
miles. 

The monotony of ship life was interrupted by the Azores, or 
Western Islands, heaving in sight, five days after the coast of Eng- 
land had disappeared; by attacks of indisposition attended by 
fainting fits, which befell a Sister and a Brother, but proved to be 
of no serious nature; and, on the 16th of October, by the startling 
discovery that the fresh water casks were leaking badly. A con- 
ference was immediately called to deliberate on this alarming in- 
telligence. On examination it was found that the water had leaked 
out of not less than twenty-three casks. Thereupon a sufficient 
force of strong arms were set in motion, to remove the superincum- 
bent weight from the casks, to bring up stouter casks and barrels 
and fill into them what remained of their supply of water. This 
was henceforth served to the company under new regulations, and 
with greater economy. Owing to these precautions, nothing like 
a distressing want of fresh water was experienced to the end of the 



* In this enumeration of the journal Switzerland is omitted ; Brother Brand- 
miiller, and Brother Matthew Weiss, and Sister Schrop being from Basel, in 
Switzerland. 
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voyage ; but tlie Brethren felt and expressed the deepest gratitude 
to Him, who watched over them, for causing the discovery to be 
made in time to prevent a more serious calamity. 

Towards the end of the month the ship met with a succession of 
violent storms, which was interrupted by a few days of calm 
or favorable wind, culminating, on November 1st, in a 
furious thunderstorm, succeeded by a hurricane of six hours dur- 
ation. "It was," the journal says, "as if the prince of darkness 
were spending his last resources to prevent our passage to America." 
The sailor Brethren, whilst standing on the yards to secure the 
sails, were all but dipped into the foaming ocean. The ship on 
this, as on some other occasions, was under bare poles, the rudder 
fastened with ropes; no person could stand on deck without grasp- 
ing hold of some strong support. Cooking was out of the ques- 
tion ; the hatches were closed and secured ; the quarters on the 
middle and lower decks were shrouded in midnight darkness, and 
lights were kept burning all day. During the regular and iiTcgu- 
lar tossing and rocking of the ship, it often seemed as if she was 
on the point of turning over completely, when those who were 
standing or sitting on one side of the deck found themselves next 
moment sprawling at the feet of those on the other side, to be trans- 
ferred in company with them back to their former position. Yet 
no one was hurt, no one sick even, no one frightened. "Wind and 
waves might play with the frail bark, wind and waves could not 
play with their hearts" — for they knew that wind and waves could 
not carry them beyond the reach of their Saviour. Whilst the 
waves were thumping and washing the deck, and during the roar- 
ing and hissing of thunder, tempest and ocean, the different class 
or mess companies were sitting together in semi-darkness, engaged 
for the most part in singing. A temporary lull in the tempest 
would enable all to chime in with the singers. Towards nightfall 
the fury of the elements, seemed to have spent itself, the tempest 
gave way to a gentle and favorable wind that continued all the 
next day, and permitted the Brethren to return once more to their 
regular routine of life ; whilst the ship, which during the late 
storms had not suffered the least injury, resumed its prescribed 
course. The same heavenly protection was extended to the " Little 
Strength" during the numerous storms, gales and squalls, she had 
yet to undergo before reaching the journey's end. 
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November 18tli, before daylight, a violent thunder storm over- 
took the floating church, succeeded not by a gale of wind, as had 
beai apprehended, and prepared for, but by a copious shower of 
rain, which enabkd the Brethren to collect water sufficient to re- 
plenish three of the empty casks. 

November 20th, soundings were obtained at the depth of forty- 
five fathoms, but anxious as the Brethren were to reach land, be- 
cause the supply of water could not last much longer, they had yet 
to learn ^ome more lessons of patience and resignation. That same 
day an adverse wind began to blow, and continued the two follow- 
ing days, often amounting in violence to a gale. After some time 
spent in tacking about, an attempt was made to reach Newport, 
when the wind changed its direction a little, and blew right in their 
teeth. It was now attempted to make the Capes of the Delaware, 
but again the wind veered round and made this impossible. 

November 23d and 24th. Alternate calms and feeble winds. 

November 25th. By means of soundings, the Captain ascer- 
tained that he was approaching shore, but no land was visible 
through the haze and mist. Before night the lead gave a depih of 
only eleven fathoms, and just then the east wind began to set in 
stronger and stronger, threatening to drive the ship upon the shoals 
of an invisible lee-shore, at no great distance. To gain an offing 
in the teeth of the wind was impossible. Here then was a problem 
to be solved in the hours of a dark and stormy night. Not to 
lose a hair's-breadth of ground in sailing close to the wind, to take 
constant soundings, and as constant tacking about, without missing 
a moment's time, all this put the seamanship of the two Captains? 
and the nautical drill and physical resources of the sailors, to a 
severer test than any they had yet had to undergo. Eight of the 
passengers were regular assistants to their sailor brethren, and as 
many more as might be required were ready, at any moment, to 
obey the summons of the Captain, but the greatest assistance was 
afforded by Him, whose invisible hand guided and protected His 
little floating church. He sent relief about midnight, when the 
wind not only abated, but changed its direction ; sufficiently so for 
the ship to pass out seaward, and find itself within an hour's time 
beyond soundings. 

Next morning, November 26th, the last day of the voyage, the 
ship's head was again turned shorewards. It was a cold, foggy 
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morning. No land was to-be seen, even wlien the ship had pro- 
ceeded to within eight fathoms soundings, when all at once, at 10 
A. M., the curtain of mist was lifted, and America was welcomed 
with heartfelt joy. But no sooner had the Captain ascertained 
the exact position of the vessel, when the curtain dropped again; and 
again had the ship to be turned about and steered seaward. This, 
however, was the last disappointment and trial ©f patience; it 
lasted only half an hour, when the mist rose, was dissolved and 
disappeared altogether. In a few hours the ship entered New York 
Bay, antl before night the anchor was dropped near the shore of 
Staten Island, in front of Capt. Garrison's house. Capt. Garrison 
went at once to see his family,* taking with him his son Nicolas 
and Sister Wahnert. 

The Brethren bumbly offered up their thanks to the Lord, for 
the numberless mercies He had bestowed upon them during theip 
passage ; praying Him to continue with them, and in the same 
manner as their ship had been a floating church, to make a sanctu- 
ary of any place of abode where their 1-ot might be cast, be it house 
©r hut. 

Next morning, November 27th, Captain Garrison and Sister 
Wahnert returned on board. They were soon followed by Brother 
and Sister Aimers, of Bethlehem. Great was the joy of seeing, 
©nee more the face of old friends, but Brother Aimers did not tarry 
long. He took the letters for Bethlehem and hastened back t& 
bring the news of the arrival of the "Little Strength." Brother 
Gambold, of Pkiladelphia^ also came on board to greet the 
Brethren. He had been sent to receive them on their arrival, and 
had been waiting for them eight days. In the course of the morn^ 
ing the ship weighed anchor, proceeded to New York, and arrived 
there about noon. Before long Brother Noble came on board t& 
bid welcome to the floating church, and in the afternoon the Elders 
met in his house in town to deliberate on the best plan of trans- 
porting the ship's company and baggage to Bethlehem. It was 
resolved that such of the Brethren and Sisters as were able to make 
the journey on foot, should travel ia two divisioas; the rest, and 
the baggage should be transported to New Brunswick on board 



* Of Capt. Garrison's family, we find a few years subsequently, three sons re- 
siding at Bethlehem, viz^ John, Lambert and Benjamin, 
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some small craft, and thence by wagon to Bethlehem. The ship, 
as soon as it should have been cleared at the custom-house, was to 
return to her anchorage near Staten Island and Capt. Garrison's 
house. This was expected to take place in the course of the fol- 
lowing morning. The first lovefeast in this country was celebrated 
this evening, consisting, as to materials, of American bread and 
American apples. Here Brother Hcepfner closes his journal. 
I'rom the Bethlehem diaries it may be concluded that the Brethren 
remained a few days longer on board ship ; for they did not begin 
to arrive at Bethlehem before December 5th. On that day the 
first division* of sixty-four persons, reached Bethlehem. Next 
day followed the second, of thirty-eight persons. December 7th, 
the rest arrived, including old Mother Banister, (Brother Payne's 
mother) and the greater part of the English company. 

* Jolin Cook, one of the sailor brethren, joined the first division, in order to see 
Bethlehem. Another one, Gervis Eoebuck, found his way to Betlilehem in 1745i 
in company with Brother Peter Knolton and wife. 



